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Alaska 


This  outline  describes  major  sources  of  information 
about  families  from  Alaska.  As  you  read  this  outline, 
study  the  United  States  Research  Outline  (30972), 
which  will  help  you  understand  terminology  and  the 
contents  and  uses  of  genealogical  records. 

RECORDS  OF  THE  FAMILY 
HISTORY  LIBRARY™ 


The  Family  History  Library  has  many  of  the  records 
described  in  this  outline.  For  Alaska,  the  most  useful 
sources  at  the  Family  History  Library  are  the  U.S. 
census  records. 

Some  of  the  sources  described  in  this  outline  list  the 
Family  History  Library’s  book,  microfilm,  and 
microfiche  numbers.  These  are  preceded  by  FHL,  the 
abbreviation  for  Family  History  Library.  You  can 
use  these  numbers  to  locate  materials  in  the  library 
and  to  order  microfilm  and  microfiche  at  Family 
History  Centers  . 

FAMILY  HISTORY  LIBRARY 
CATALOG™ 


The  library’s  records  are  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  found  at  the  Family  History 
Library  and  at  each  local  Family  History  Center  . 
To  find  a  record,  look  in  the  Locality  Search  of  the 
catalog  for: 

•  The  place  where  your  ancestor  lived: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS 
ALASKA  -  DIRECTORIES 
ALASKA,  SITKA  -  CEMETERIES 

•  The  record  type  you  want,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS 
ALASKA  -  DIRECTORIES 
ALASKA,  SITKA  -  CEMETERIES 

The  section  headings  in  this  outline  match  the  names 
of  record  types  used  in  the  catalog. 

ARCHIVES  AND  LIBRARIES 

The  archives,  libraries,  and  societies  listed  below 
have  collections  or  services  helpful  to  genealogical 
researchers. 


•  Alaska  State  Archives 
141  Willoughby  Avenue 
Juneau,  AK  99801 
Telephone:  907-465-2270 
Fax:  907-465-2465 

•  National  Archives — Alaska  Region 
Federal  Office  Building 

654  West  Third  Ave.,  Room  012 
Anchorage,  AK  99501 
Telephone:  907-271-2441 

•  Genealogical  Society  of  Southeastern  Alaska 
RO.  Box  6313 

Ketchikan,  AK  99901 

•  Alaska  Historical  Society 
P.O.  Box  100299 
Anchorage,  AK  995 1 0-0299 
Telephone:  907-276-1596 
Fax:  907-276-1596 

•  Alaska  Historical  Collections 
State  Office  Building 

P.O.  Box  110571 
Juneau,  AK  99811-0571 
Telephone:  907-465-2910 
Fax:  907-465-2665 

•  University  of  Alaska,  Fairbanks 
Elmer  E.  Rasmuson  Library 

3 1 0  Tanana  Drive 
Fairbanks,  AK  99775-6800 
Telephone:  907-474-7224 
Fax:  907-474-6841 

Mailing  address : 

P.O.  Box  756800 
Fairbanks,  AK  99775-6800 

•  Anchorage  Museum  of  History  and  Art 

121  W.  7th  Ave.  6/5/C^/U 

Anchorage,  AK  99501 
Telephone:  907-343-4326 
Fax:  907-343-6149  g 

The  museum  has  an  archive  section. 

Two  helpful  guides  to  Alaska  records  are:  0  , 

Ulibarri,  George  S.  Documenting  Alaskan  History: 
Guide  to  Federal  Archives  Relating  to  Alaska. 
Fairbanks:  University  of  Alaska  Press,  1982.  (FHL 
book  979.8  A3u;  fiche  6101864.) 
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University  of  Washington  (Seattle)  Library.  The 
Dictionary  Catalog  of  the  Pacific  Northwest 
Collection  of  the  University  of  Washington 
(Seattle)  Libraries.  6  vols.  Boston:  G.K.  Hall  and 
Co.,  1972.  (FHL  book  Q  970  A3w.) 

Computer  Networks  and  Bulletin  Boards 

Computers  with  modems  can  be  useful  tools  for 
obtaining  information  from  selected  archives  and 
libraries.  In  a  way,  computer  networks  themselves 
serve  as  a  library.  The  Internet,  certain  computer 
bulletin  boards,  and  commercial  on-line  services  help 
family  history  researchers: 

•  Locate  other  researchers 

•  Post  queries 

•  Send  and  receive  E-mail 

•  Search  large  databases 

•  Search  computer  libraries 

•  Join  in  computer  chat  and  lecture  sessions 

You  can  find  computerized  research  tips  and 
information  about  ancestors  from  Alaska  in  a  variety 
of  sources  at  local,  state,  national,  and  international 
levels.  The  list  of  sources  is  growing  rapidly.  Most 
of  the  information  is  available  at  no  cost. 

Addresses  on  the  Internet  change  frequently.  As  of 
April  1997,  the  following  sites  are  important 
gateways  linking  you  to  many  more  network  and 
bulletin  board  sites: 

•  USGenWeb 

http :  //  www. usgenweb.com/ 

A  cooperative  effort  by  many  volunteers  to  list 
genealogical  databases,  libraries,  bulletin  boards, 
and  other  resources  available  on  the  Internet  for 
each  county,  state,  and  country. 

•  Roots-L 

http://www.rootsweb.com/roots-l/usa/ 

A  useful  list  of  sites  and  resources.  Includes  a 
large,  regularly-updated  research  coordination 
list. 

For  further  details  about  using  computer  networks, 
bulletin  boards,  and  news  groups  for  family  history 
research,  see  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  2nd  ed.,  “Archives  and  Libraries”  section. 

Family  Search® 

The  Family  History  Library  and  some  Family 
History  Centers  have  computers  with  FamilySearch®. 
FamilySearch  is  a  collection  of  computer  files 
containing  several  million  names.  FamilySearch  is  a 
good  place  to  begin  your  research.  Some  of  the 
records  come  from  compiled  sources;  some  have 
been  automated  from  original  sources. 

Computers  with  FamilySearch  do  not  have  access  to 
computer  on-line  services,  networks,  or  bulletin 


boards.  However,  those  services  are  available  at 
many  public  libraries,  college  libraries,  and  private 
locations. 

BIOGRAPHY 


The  Alaska  Historical  Library  in  Juneau  has  the  best 
collection  of  biographical  materials.  You  will  also 
find  biographical  information  in  the  biographical 
sections  of  state,  region,  and  county  histories.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  a  few  materials, 
including  the  following  examples: 

De  Armond,  Robert  N.  The  Founding  of  Juneau. 
Juneau,  Alaska:  Gastineau  Channel  Centennial 
Association,  1967.  (FHL  book  979.82/J1  H2d.) 

The  Alaska-Yukon  Gold  Book:  A  Roster  of  the 
Progressive  Men  and  Women  Who  Were  the 
Argonauts  of  the  Klondike  Gold  Stampede.  Seattle: 
Sourdough  Stampede  Association,  1930.  (FHL 
book  970  H2so;  film  1598025  item  11.) 

CEMETERIES 

There  is  no  major  statewide  collection  nor  index  of 
cemetery  transcriptions  for  Alaska.  Some  tombstone 
inscriptions  have  been  published  in  periodicals.  See 
the  United  States  Research  Outline  for  suggestions 
on  locating  cemeteries  and  cemetery  records. 

The  Sitka  National  Cemetery  has  over  500  graves  of 
military  personnel  and  their  families  who  died  in 
Alaska  since  1 867.  A  list  of  the  burials  is  found  in 
the  Illinois  State  Genealogical  Society  Quarterly , 

Vol.  7,  no.  1  (Spring  1975,  pp.  17-19;  FHL  book 
977.3  B2is;  film  1954962  item  2).  For  more 
information  write  to  Superintendent,  Sitka  National 
Cemetery,  RO.  Box  152,  Sitka,  AK  99835. 

CENSUS 


Federal  census  records  are  found  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  United  States 
Research  Outline  provides  more  detailed  information 
about  these  records. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  the  U.S.  federal 
censuses  for  Alaska  for  1900,  1910,  and  1920.  The 
1 890  census  has  been  destroyed.  Soundex  (phonetic) 
indexes  are  available  on  microfilm  for  the  1900  and 
1920  censuses. 

In  addition  to  the  federal  censuses,  the  1870  and 
1880  territorial  censuses  of  Sitka  have  been 
published  (FHL  film  982047).  These  censuses 
include  information  on  the  entire  household. 
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Miscellaneous  censuses  of  parts  of  the  Aleutian 
Islands  have  been  indexed  in  Ronald  Vem  Jackson, 
Alaska  Census  Records,  1870-1907  (Bountiful,  Utah: 
Accelerated  Indexing  Systems,  1976;  FHL  book 
979.8  X22j). 

CHURCH  RECORDS 


Before  1900  the  largest  religious  group  in  Alaska 
was  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church,  which  was 
introduced  to  the  Alaskan  natives  in  the  eighteenth 
century  by  Russian  fur  traders.  The  early  records  of 
this  church  are  the  single  most  important  source  of 
vital  records  information  for  the  state.  Copies  of  all 
surviving  Russian  Orthodox  records  (in  Russian)  are 
at  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics. 

During  World  War  II  many  records  of  Russian 
Orthodox  baptisms,  marriages,  and  deaths  were  sent 
to  the  Library  of  Congress  to  be  translated  and 
indexed.  The  originals  are  still  there.  Microfilm 
copies  for  1816  to  1936  are  on  25  films  at  the 
National  Archives — Alaska  Region,  the  Rasmuson 
Library,  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  and  the 
Family  History  Library  (index  on  FHL  film  944197). 

Moravian,  Episcopal,  Roman  Catholic,  Presbyterian, 
Methodist,  and  other  denominations  have  more 
recently  established  missions,  schools,  and  hospitals 
in  Alaska.  The  Moravians,  the  second  largest 
denomination  in  Alaska,  settled  predominantly  in 
Bethel  and  along  the  Kuskokwim  River. 

Records  for  all  of  these  groups  are  at  the  Bureau  of 
Vital  Statistics,  but  for  Catholic  and  Presbyterian 
information,  write  to  the  local  church  instead 
because  the  Bureau’s  records  are  restricted.  Most 
Methodist  records  are  also  at  the  local  churches.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  a  few  Presbyterian 
records. 

The  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  collects  church  records 
in  order  to  create  delayed  birth  certificates  for 
individuals  whose  births  were  not  officially  recorded. 
They  borrow  the  original  church  records  to 
microfilm  and  return  the  originals  to  the  church.  The 
staff  will  do  research  and  make  copies  for  a  fee,  but 
requests  may  be  denied  if  the  information  is  needed 
for  genealogical  purposes. 

Many  denominations  have  collected  their  records 
into  central  repositories.  You  can  write  to  the 
following  addresses  to  learn  where  their  records  are 
located. 

Moravian 

Alaska  Moravian  Church 
P.O.  Box  545 
Bethel,  AK  99559 


Headquarters'. 

Bethlehem,  PA 
Telephone:  610-867-7566 
Fax:  610-866-9223 

Presbyterian 

Presbyterian  Historical  Society 
425  Lombard  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19147-1516 
Telephone:  215-627-1852 
Fax:  215-627-0509 

Roman  Catholic 

Diocese  of  Juneau 
419  Sixth  Street 
Juneau,  AK  99801 
Telephone:  907-586-2227 
Fax:  907-463-3237 

Chancery  Office 
Diocese  of  Fairbanks 
1316  Peger  Road 
Fairbanks,  AK  99701 
Telephone:  907-474-0753 
Fax:  907-474-8009 

Archdiocese  of  Anchorage 
225  Cordova  St. 

Anchorage,  AK  99501 
Telephone:  907-258-7898 
Fax:  907-279-3885 

The  Sisters  of  Providence  Archives 
(Hospital  Records) 

4800  37th  Avenue  S.W. 

Seattle,  WA  98126 
Telephone:  206-937-4600 
Fax:  206-938-6193 

Russian  Orthodox 

St.  Herman’s  Theological  Seminary 
414  Mission  Rd. 

Kodiak,  AK  99615 
Telephone:  907-486-3524 
Fax:  907-486-5935 

COURT  RECORDS 


District  courts  had  jurisdiction  over  all  civil  and 
criminal  matters  before  statehood.  Federal  district 
judges  were  appointed  as  early  as  1884.  The  entire 
territory  had  only  one  district,  administered  by  a 
judge  in  Sitka,  until  1903,  when  three  districts  were 
created  with  judges  at  Juneau,  Saint  Michaels,  and 
Eagle  City.  The  fourth  district  was  added  in  1909, 
and  the  four  seats  were  placed  in  Juneau,  Nome, 
Valdez  (moved  to  Anchorage  in  1943),  and 
Fairbanks. 
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The  areas  served  by  these  districts  are  as  follows: 

•  Juneau,  District  1:  Southeastern  Alexander 
Archipelago  and  the  cities  of  Ketchikan,  Wrangell, 
Sitka,  and  Juneau. 

•  Nome,  District  2:  North,  including  Nome  and 
Barrow. 

•  Anchorage,  District  3:  South,  including 
Anchorage,  Kodiak,  and  the  Aleutian  Islands. 

•  Fairbanks,  District  4:  Central,  including 
Fairbanks,  Bethel,  and  Toksook  Bay. 

Since  1959  district  court  jurisdiction  has  been 
limited  to  minor  civil  and  criminal  matters  such  as 
issuing  marriage  licenses  and  arrest  warrants,  hearing 
misdemeanor  cases,  and  acting  as  the  temporary 
custodian  of  the  property  of  deceased  persons. 

A  superior  court,  a  supreme  court,  and  magistrate 
courts  have  also  served  Alaska  since  1959. 

The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have  copies  of 
any  court  records  from  Alaska.  The  Alaska  S:ate 
Archives  has  most  of  the  territorial  court  records 
(except  probate  records)  for  the  first  district  and 
some  for  the  second  and  fourth  districts.  The 
archives  has  the  court  journals  but  not  the  complete 
case  files  for  the  first  district. 

The  case  files  of  the  first  district,  the  records  of  the 
third  district  (1900-59),  and  some  miscellaneous 
records  of  the  other  districts  are  at  the  National 
Archives — Alaska  Region.  Copies  of  documents  not 
at  these  two  archives  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
the  appropriate  local  clerk’s  office. 

DIRECTORIES 


Directories  of  heads  of  households  have  been 
published  for  major  cities  in  Alaska.  For  example, 
the  Family  History  Library  has: 

•  Fairbanks 

1959,  1970,  1975  .  .  .  FHL  book  979.86  E4p 

•  Anchorage 

1959,  1960,  1965,  1969-70, 

1980,  1985  .  FHL  book  979.83/A  1  E4p 

The  Family  History  Library  has  a  microfilm  copy  of 
directories  of  13  Alaskan  towns  for  1923-24  (FHL 
film  934824  item  2). 

EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION 

The  earliest  European  inhabitants  were  Russian  fur 
traders  who  first  came  to  Kodiak  Island  in  1783. 
After  Alaska  was  purchased  by  the  United  States, 
mineral  deposits  replaced  furs  as  the  chief  economic 
attraction. 


Juneau  and  Douglas  were  gold-mining  camps  that 
sprang  up  in  the  1880s,  but  a  greater  boom  was  the 
Klondike  gold  rush  of  the  late  1 890s.  Most  of  the 
miners  who  headed  to  the  Klondike  in  the  Yukon 
Territory  of  Canada  were  Americans,  and  most  of 
them  passed  through  Alaska.  Gold  miners  founded 
Nome  in  1899  and  Fairbanks  in  1902.  Anchorage 
was  founded  in  1915  as  the  headquarters  of  the 
Alaska  Railroad,  then  under  construction,  and  has 
since  become  the  center  of  population. 

Some  people  who  arrived  during  the  gold  rush 
stayed  on  in  Alaska,  but  many  returned  to  the  “lower 
48.”  Homesteading  was  not  legal  in  Alaska  until 
1898,  and  those  filing  homestead  claims  after  that 
date  did  not  have  to  remain  on  the  land  in  order  to 
retain  their  rights. 

The  Alaska  population  has  increased  steadily  since 
1929.  The  Great  Depression  and  World  War  II 
brought  many  people  seeking  employment.  The 
United  States  government  settled  about  200  families 
from  Michigan,  Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin  in  the 
Matanuska  Valley,  fifty  miles  from  Anchorage. 

The  North  Slope  oil  discoveries  of  the  late  1960s 
brought  another  wave  of  immigration.  When  Alaska 
became  a  state  in  1959,  half  of  the  state’s  population 
had  resided  in  the  state  less  than  five  years.  Many 
residents  were  from  western  states.  Only  about 
one-fifth  of  the  white  population  was  bom  in  Alaska. 

Native  peoples  (Eskimos,  Aleuts,  and  other  Indian 
groups)  constitute  about  one-sixth  of  Alaska’s 
present  population.  Some  records  about  them  are 
listed  in  the  Family  History  Library  Catalog  under 
ALASKA  -  NATIVE  RACES.  Additional  records 
are  listed  in  the  Subject  Search  of  the  catalog  under 
ALEUTS  and  ESKIMOS  and  other  Indian  tribes  and 
language  groups.  Other  ethnic  groups  in  Alaska 
include  Scandinavians,  Japanese,  and  Filipinos. 

Passenger  lists  for  Alaskan  ports  are  not  available. 
More  information  on  U.S.  immigration  sources  is  in 
the  United  States  Research  Outline. 

GAZETTEERS 


Several  excellent  gazetteers  of  Alaska  have  been 
published.  Some  of  the  most  helpful  are: 

Orth,  Donald  J.  Dictionary  of  Alaska  Place  Names. 
Washington,  D.C.:  Government  Printing  Office, 
1967.  (FHL  book  979.8  E5d;  film  1321413  item 
2.) 

Schorr,  Alan  Edward.  Alaska  Place  Names.  2d  ed. 
Juneau:  University  of  Alaska,  1980.  (FHL  book 
979.8  E2a;  film  1321402.)  Supplement  to  Donald 
Orth’s  book,  above. 
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Phillips,  James  W.  Alaska-Yukon  Place  Names. 
Seattle:  University  of  Washington  Press,  1973. 
(FHL  book  970  E2p.) 

R.  L.  Polk  &  Co.  Polk’s  1923-24  Alaska-Yukon 
Gazetteer  and  Business  Directory.  Seattle:  R.L. 
Polk,  1923.  (FHL  film  934824  item  2.) 

Geographic  Dictionary  of  Alaska.  Washington,  D.C.: 
Government  Printing  Office,  1902.  (FHL  film 
973763  item  2.) 

GENEALOGY 


Most  archives,  historical  societies,  and  genealogical 
societies  have  special  collections  and  indexes  of 
genealogical  value.  These  must  usually  be  searched 
in  person. 

Fred  Milan  and  Edna  MacLean  studied  northern 
Eskimo  families  and  compiled  family  groups  for  six 
generations  for  1825  to  1875.  Some  of  this 
information  (including  dates  and  places  of  birth,  sex, 
and  whether  full-blooded  or  part  Eskimo)  was 
published  in: 

Genealogical  Record  of  Point  Hope,  Wainwright, 
and  Anaktuvuk  Pass,  Alaska  Eskimo  Families 
1825-1975.  N.p.,  198-.  (FHL  book  979.8  D2g; 
film  1035774  item  8.) 

MacLean,  Edna  A.  Genealogical  Record  of  Barrow 
Eskimo  Families.  Barrow,  Alaska:  Naval  Research 
Laboratory,  1971.  (FHL  fiche  6331386). 

An  index  that  gives  references  to  over  1,800 
members  of  the  Alaska  Pioneer  Organization  is  A 
Guide  to  the  Pathfinder:  A  Monthly  Journal  of  the 
Pioneers  of  Alaska,  1919-1926.  This  index  is 
available  at  the  Alaska  Historical  Library. 

HISTORY 

The  following  important  events  in  the  history  of 
Alaska  affected  political  boundaries,  record  keeping, 
and  family  movements. 

1783  Russian  fur  traders  established  the  first  white 
settlement  on  Kodiak  Island. 

1 804  Sitka  was  permanently  founded  by  the 

Russians.  It  served  as  Alaska’s  capital  until 
1906,  when  the  capital  was  moved  to 
Juneau. 

1 824-  In  treaties  with  the  United  States  and  Great 
1828  Britain,  Russia  agreed  to  recognize  latitude 
54°  40'  N  as  Alaska’s  southern  boundary 
and  longitude  141°  W  as  the  eastern 
boundary.  Further  boundary  adjustments 
between  Alaska  and  British  Columbia  were 
made  in  1903. 


1 867  The  United  States  purchased  Alaska  from 
Russia. 

1884  Congress  passed  the  first  Organic  Act, 

providing  a  governor  and  federal  courts  for 
Alaska. 

1 896  The  Klondike  gold  strike  started  a  rush  to 
the  Canadian  Yukon  Territory.  Gold  was 
discovered  at  Nome  in  1 899  and  at 
Fairbanks  in  1902. 

1912  Congress  passed  the  second  Organic  Act, 
establishing  Alaska  as  a  U.S.  territory  and 
providing  for  a  territorial  legislature. 

1959  Alaska  became  a  state. 

An  especially  helpful  source  for  studying  the  history 

of  Alaska  is  William  R.  Hunt,  Alaska:  A 

Bicentennial  History  (New  York:  W.  W.  Norton  & 

Co.,  1976;  FHL  book  979.8  H2hu). 

LAND  AND  PROPERTY 


The  first  Organic  Act,  passed  in  1884,  extended  the 
laws  of  Oregon  to  Alaska.  Alaska  became  a  public 
domain  state,  in  which  unclaimed  land  was  surveyed 
and  sold  by  the  federal  government.  The  first  general 
land  office  was  established  at  Sitka  in  1885. 

The  National  Archives  has  land-entry  case  files  and 
a  card  index  to  1908  containing  only  56  cash  entries 
and  133  homestead  patents  for  the  entire  state. 
Patents,  tract  books,  and  township  plats  are  at  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management,  222  W.  7th  Ave.  #13, 
Anchorage,  AK  99513-7599,  Telephone:  907-271- 
5555,  Fax:  907-272-3430.  The  National 
Archives — Pacific  Alaska  Region  (Seattle)  has  copies 
of  the  tract  books,  township  plats,  and  other  records 
of  the  general  land  offices.  The  Alaska  State 
Archives  has  descriptions  and  maps  of  mining 
claims. 

Land  that  had  been  transferred  by  sale  or  grant  to 
private  ownership  could  be  sold  again,  inherited,  lost 
by  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  or  distributed  through 
a  divorce.  Records  of  these  subsequent  transactions, 
including  deeds,  mortgages,  and  other  property 
records,  are  filed  at  the  office  of  the  district  recorder 
in  each  judicial  district.  The  Family  History  Library 
has  not  acquired  copies  of  the  land  records  available 
in  Alaska. 

MAPS 


The  Family  History  Library  has  several  geographical 
and  topographical  maps  of  Alaska.  Published 
histories  also  provide  maps  of  the  area. 

The  Rasmuson  Library  and  the  Alaska  Historical 
Library  also  have  helpful  collections  of  maps  and 


5 


atlases.  To  obtain  a  free  road  map,  write  to  the 
Alaska  Department  of  Highways. 

MILITARY  RECORDS 

The  U.S.  Military  Records  Research  Outline  (34118) 
provides  more  information  on  federal  military 
records  and  search  strategies. 

Military  records  are  found  at  the  Family  History 
Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other  federal  and 
state  archives.  The  United  States  Research  Outline 
provides  more  information  about  the  federal  records. 

U.S.  servicemen  have  been  in  Alaska  since  1867, 
when  Alaska  was  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
War  Department.  Most  of  these  soldiers  were  from 
the  lower  48  states.  The  Family  History  Library  has 
enlistment  registers  for  the  regular  army,  1798  to 
1884  (FHL  films  350307-49).  The  registers  provide 
the  soldier’s  name,  rank,  unit,  commanders,  physical 
description,  occupation,  and  birthplace.  The  records 
are  arranged  by  year  and  by  the  first  letter  of  the 
surname. 

A  historical  sketch  of  forts  in  Alaska  is  in  Bruce 
Grant,  American  Forts  Yesterday  and  Today  (New 
York:  E.  P.  Dutton  &  Co.,  1965;  FHL  book  973 
H2gb). 

World  War  I  (1917-1918) 

World  War  I  draft  registration  cards  for  men  age  18 
to  45  may  list  address,  birth  date,  birthplace,  race, 
nationality,  citizenship,  and  next  of  kin.  Not  all 
registrants  served  in  the  war.  For  registration  cards 
for  Alaska,  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  Alaska, 
World  War  I  Selective  Service  System  Draft 
Registration  Cards,  1917-1918.  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publications,  Ml 509. 
Washington,  D.C.:  National  Archives,  1987- 
1988.  (On  FHL  filmp  beginning  with  1473296.) 

To  find  an  individual’s  draft  card,  it  helps  to  know 
his  name  and  residence  at  the  time  of  registration. 
The  cards  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  county, 
within  the  county  by  draft  board,  and  then 
alphabetically  by  surname  within  each  draft  board. 

Most  counties  had  only  one  board;  large  cities  had 
several.  A  map  showing  the  boundaries  of  individual 
draft  boards  is  available  for  most  large  cities. 

Finding  an  ancestor’s  street  address  in  a  city 
directory  will  help  you  in  using  the  draft  board  map. 
There  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  cities  that  are  on  the 
map.  For  a  copy  of  this  map,  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  List  of 
World  War  One  Draft  Board  Maps.  Washington, 
D.C.:  National  Archives.  (FHL  film  1498803.) 


World  War  U  (1941-1945) 

For  sailors  from  Alaska  who  died  in  World  War  II, 
see  volume  2  of  Combat  Connected  Naval 
Casualties,  World  War  II,  by  States,  2  vols. 
(Washington,  D.C.:  Government  Printing  Office, 
1946;  FHL  book  973  M23un). 

A  national  cemetery  with  about  500  graves  is  located 
at  Sitka  (see  the  “Cemeteries”  section  of  this 
outline). 

NATURALIZATION  AND 
CITIZENSHIP 


Residents  of  Alaska  became  citizens  of  the  United 
States  when  Alaska  was  purchased  in  1 867  from 
Russia.  Naturalization  records  for  those  arriving  later 
have  been  filed  in  the  judicial  districts.  Records  for 
some  of  the  districts,  1884  to  1959,  are  at  the  Alaska 
State  Archives.  Old  territorial  records  of  Fairbanks, 
Juneau,  and  Nome  have  been  transferred  to  the 
superior  court.  The  Family  History  Library  has  not 
acquired  naturalization  records  for  Alaska. 

For  naturalization  records  after  September  1906, 
contact  the  National  Archives — Alaska  Region  or  the 
local  office  of  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service. 

NEWSPAPERS 


Some  newspapers  have  been  published  in  Alaska, 
and  a  few  indexes  have  been  compiled.  Major 
research  centers  have  indexes  to  early  papers  from 
Fairbanks,  Seward,  and  Petersburg.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  not  collected  Alaskan 
newspapers.  The  library  has  The  Anchorage  Times 
Obituaries  Index,  1915-1980  (FHL  fiche  6331408-9). 

PERIODICALS 


A  helpful  periodical  for  Alaska  research  is  North 
Star  Nuggets,  1975  (published  by  the  Fairbanks 
Genealogical  Society,  c/o  Betty  Feakes,  ed.,  1552 
Noble  Street,  Fairbanks,  AK  99701;  FHL  book 
979.86  B2n;  vol.  1  on  film  1321462  item  10).  Only 
one  volume  has  been  published. 

Historical  and  biographical  information  about 
pioneers  in  early  Alaska  is  in  The  Pathfinder  of 
Alaska:  A  Monthly  Journal  of  the  Pioneers  of 
Alaska,  1919-1926  (Ketchikan:  N.p.,  1919-26;  not  at 
the  FHL). 
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PROBATE  RECORDS 


Probate  records  of  Alaska  were  kept  by  the  district 
courts  prior  to  statehood.  The  superior  court  now  has 
jurisdiction  over  probate  matters. 

The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have  copies  of 
probate  records  from  Alaska.  They  are  available  at 
the  archives  and  offices  mentioned  in  the  “Court 
Records”  section  of  this  outline. 

VITAL  RECORDS 


State  registration  of  vital  records  began  in  1913  and 
was  generally  complied  with  by  1945.  Birth,  delayed 
birth,  marriage,  divorce  (since  1950),  and  death 
records  are  available  from: 

Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics 

Department  of  Health  and  Social  Services 

P.O.  Box  110675 

Juneau,  AK  99811 

Telephone:  907-465-3038 

The  current  fees  for  obtaining  copies  of  the  state’s 
records  are  listed  in  Where  to  Write  for  Vital 
Records:  Births,  Deaths,  Marriages,  and  Divorces 
(Hyattsville,  Md.:  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services,  March  1993;  FHL  book  973 
V24wv).  Copies  of  this  booklet  are  at  the  Family 
History  Library  and  many  Family  History  Centers. 
Or  you  can  write  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  for 
current  information. 

FOR  FURTHER  READING 


Ricks,  Melvin  B.  Alaska  Bibliography:  An 
Introductory  Guide  to  Alaskan  Historical 
Literature.  Portland:  Binford  and  Mort  for  the 
Alaska  Historical  Commission,  1977.  (FHL  book 
979.8  A3r.)  Contains  information  about  Alaskan 
newspapers,  periodicals,  people,  and  places. 


Eichholz,  Alice,  ed.  Ancestry's  Red  Book:  American 
State,  County,  and  Town  Sources.  Rev.  ed.  Salt 
Lake  City:  Ancestry,  1992.  (FHL  book  973  D27rb 
1992;  computer  number  594021.)  Contains 
bibliographies  and  background  information  on 
history  and  ethnic  groups.  Also  contains  maps  and 
tables  showing  when  each  county  was  created. 

COMMENTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS 

The  Family  History  Library  welcomes  additions  and 
corrections  that  will  improve  future  editions  of  this 
outline.  Please  send  your  suggestions  to: 

Publications  Coordination 

Family  History  Library 

35  N.  West  Temple 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84150-3400 

USA 

We  appreciate  the  archivists,  librarians,  and  others 
who  have  reviewed  this  outline  and  shared  helpful 
information. 
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requests  for  such  permission  to: 

Copyrights  and  Permissions  Coordinator 
Family  History  Department 
50  E.  North  Temple  Street 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84150-3400 
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Fax:  801-240-2494 
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